[Type here]	DNA CASE STUDY TEMPLATE 	[Type here]
A DNA case study explains how a draft conclusion or set of conclusions were reached through the analysis of documentary and DNA evidence.
The purpose of a case study is to:
· help researchers practice presenting evidence so that they can provide soundly reasoned and coherently written conclusions based on a reasonably exhaustive search, critical analysis and the resolution of conflicting evidence, with complete and accurate source citations
· invite others to test the strength of the conclusion(s) and assist the researcher by offering suggestions for further analysis or research
· share and educate each other on the methodology for using DNA evidence to reach conclusions.
The template could also be used to provide a structure for a blog post or a document to attach to a family tree; or to document the process undertaken when confirming identities and relationships in a family tree.
Audience and privacy
Consider the audience for this document. If your case study will be recorded or published on the internet or other format, take appropriate steps to private the identities of living people mentioned. Matches, for example, could be privatised as Match 1, Match 2; or EB, TC. Seek permission to use the results, if the tester is not you.


PRESENTED BY:	(Insert name of researcher)
DATE:	(insert date prepared and date presented)

DRAFT CONCLUSION(S)
Insert a concise and specific conclusion relevant to the case study

BACKGROUND
Conclusion background
Provide relevant contextual information to the conclusion, such as research questions, aims and objectives. Why is this conclusion or case study important? What does solving it achieve for your family history?
Family background
Important: Your audience is not familiar with your family, so you must provide them with a clear summary to help them understand the case study.
Provide relevant information about the people mentioned in the case study, including the relationship to the researcher and to each other. 
Include family tree charts to illustrate the relationship, or unknown identities or relationships (such as in the case of adoption). Include other supporting images if necessary (such as maps, timelines and tables).
Include footnotes containing complete source citations to indicate where the evidence was obtained.
DNA background
List the DNA tests that provided evidence for the case study and any other relevant background material. If multiple testers are relied upon, include a family tree chart to illustrate how they are related to each other.
This is just contextual information. Do not summarise the analysis or findings here.
EVIDENCE SUMMARY OR ARGUMENT
Summary
Provide a summary of the evidence in a logical sequence that leads to the conclusion(s).
Evidence 
Expand upon the summary.
Describe the documentary evidence relied upon, with footnotes containing complete source citations.
Describe the DNA evidence relied upon, with appropriate illustrations.
Discuss alternatives and competing hypotheses (eliminating alternatives strengthens your argument).
Inconsistencies 
Describe any inconsistencies in the documentary or DNA evidence. Have they been resolved? If so, how were they resolved?
If there are no inconsistencies, state this.
Unresolved issues and further research needed
Describe any unresolved issues and any further research or analysis that needs to be undertaken.
CONCLUSION
Restate the conclusion(s) with a bit more detail, perhaps summarising the key evidence and next steps.
What level of confidence do you have in your conclusion? Confirmed or tentative, or do you now have more doubts? 


ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Genealogy Standards, 2nd edition, Board for Certification of Genealogists, 2019
DNA and the Genealogical Proof Standard; Blaine Bettinger 2018
ISOGG Autosomal DNA
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:DNA_Confirmation provides suggested source citation formats
Tree Health Assessment Tool, Danielle Lautrec, download from the Free Stuff page, www.generationsgenealogy.com.au/
Types of DNA evidence and how much you need, Veronica Williams, December 2023, https://genemonkey25.blogspot.com/2023/12/types-of-dna-evidence.html 


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Test your case study presentation against these questions:
· Has a soundly reasoned and coherently written conclusion(s) been provided?
· Has sufficient evidence been provided?
· Has further research or analysis been clearly identified?
· What have you learned from this case study?
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